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House Judiciary Committee Reports Equal Rights 


Amendment First Time In History Of Amendment 


By AMELIA HIMES WALKER, Lobby Chairman 


July 12th another forward step was taken by 
Congress with regard to the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. The House Judiciary Committee on this date 
presented to Congress a report on the Amendment, 
“with the recommendation that it do pass.” The 
Amendment is now out of the Judiciary Committee— 
for the first time in the Amendment’s history. 
Representative Fadjo Cravens, Democrat, of Ar- 


kansas, who, early in this session, was one of ten, 
Congressmen to introduce identical or similar resolu- - 


tions on the Amendment, made the report on behalf’ 
of the Judiciary Committee. The favorable report had 
been voted by the full Judiciary Committee on April 
24th. The Judiciary Committee report, as presented 
on July 12, is as follows: : 


“The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution (H. J. Res. 49) proposing 
an equal rights amendment to the Constitution, after 
consideration, report the same favorably to the 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


“It is proposed to amend the Constitution of the 
United States by submitting to the States for ratifica- 
tion by three-fourths of the legislatures thereof the 
following: 


“That equality of rights under the law shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex. Congress and the 
several States shall have power, within their re- 
spective jurisdictions, to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 

“This amendment shall take effect three years 
after the date of ratification.” 


Identical or substantially similar resolutions were 


offered by nine other members of the House of Repre- 


sentatives. All the proposals were carefully studied 
by a sub-committee, which also gave full consideration 
to the record of public hearings held previously before 
the Committee on the Judiciary (68th Congress, H. J. 
Res. 75, February 5, 1925; and 72nd Congress, H. J. 
Res. 197, March 3, 1932). On February 21, 1945, it 
was determined that no additional oral hearings were 
necessary, but it was agreed to accept, for a limited 
time, observations, statements or suggestions in writ- 
ing from any person, group, or organization, either 
for or against the proposal. Numerous communica- 
tions were received, all of which were given careful 
consideration by the sub-committee. The sub-commit- 
tee thereupon made a unanimous favorable recommen- 
oT the full committee with respect to H. J. 

es. 49. 

“A similar or substantially similar proposal as that 
set forth in H. J. Res. 49 was first introduced in 1923 
and has been reintroduced in each Congress since that 
time. In the 78th Congress a sub-committee of the 


Committee on the Judiciary made a unanimous favor- 
able report to the full committee, but the latter did 
not at that time take favorable action. 


“The committee directs attention to the fact that 
the platforms adopted by both major political parties 
included in their 1944 platforms recommendations in 
re. sony of a so-called equal rights amendment as 

ollows: | 


Democratic: | 
“We recommend to Congress the submission of 
titutional amendment on equal rights for 


or submission by Congress to the States 
endment to the Constitution providing for 
for men and women.” 


committee definitely feels that the laws of 
many s and of the United States, under the guise 
of protecting the safety and welfare of the female sex, 
have, in fact, discriminated against such sex in various 
economic fields of activity or have entirely excluded 
females from participation in economic fields in which 
they are as equally proficient as men and in which they 
can serve without injury to their health or the public 
interest. The arduous and efficient service rendered 
by women both in the armed services and in industry 


AUG; 


during the present war has clearly demonstrated that 


women are capable of fully participating in the eco- 
nomic activities of this country where not precluded 
from doing so by discriminatory laws and regulations. 

Many of the claimed benefits accruing to women 
under existing discriminatory laws will be found, upon 
examination, to be without substance, and as above 
indicated largely used to exclude women from fields 
of activities in which they are fully qualified to act. 
To say the least of the matter many of the large organ- 
izations of women represented in hearings before the 
committee have expressed a sincere desire to waive 
the so-called preferential benefits now accorded to 
women by various laws so as to permit them to follow 
economic activities from which they are now excluded. 
The committee cannot help but feel that if there was 
any real danger of injury to the female sex by reason 


of the adoption of the proposed amendment these 


organizations, who have long and tirelessly carried on 
the battle for the improvement of both the physical 
and economic improvement of the female sex, would 
not now be advocating and supporting the Constitu- 
tional proposal. | 

“With due deference to those holding a contrary 
opinion the adoption of the proposal would not, as 
claimed, create any new or enlarged Federal Bureauc- 
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MMEDIATELY after its introduction in the Senate 
on May 3 by Senator George L. Radcliffe (D) of 
Maryland and twenty-three co-sponsors, the Equal 
Rights Amendment (Senate Joint Res. 61) was re- 
ferred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. Delay in 
consideration by the Judiciary Committee was encoun- 
tered because of the absence from Washington of Sena- 
tor Pat McCarren (D) of Nevada, the Chairman. How- 
ever, on June 11, Senator McCurran returned and the 
Amendment came before the Judiciary Committee. 
Senator Langer (R) of North Dakota proposed that 
the Committee report the Amendment to the Senate 
favorably without sending it to a sub-committee. 
Senator O’Mahoney (D) of Wyoming seconded the 
proposal. However, the Committee decided to refer 
the Amendment to a sub-committee, according to the 
usual custom. The sub-committee to which it was 
sent consists of the following Senators: Carl Hatch 
(D), N. M., Chairman; Joseph C. O’Mahoney (D), 
Wyo.; Burton K. Wheeler (D), Mont.; Kenneth S. 
Wherry (R), Nebr.; and Edward H. Moore (R), Okla. 
An analysis of the sub-committee to which the 
Amendment has been referred gives the proponents 
of the Amendment the assurance of favorable com- 
mittee action. The Chairman has long been a friend 
of the Amendment. His vote has always been cast 
in its favor. His help in the Democratic Convention 
of 1944, as a member of the platform committee, was 
one of the factors in securing the endorsement by the 
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Congress and the 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate ation 
„This amendment shall take effect three years after 


The Equal Rights Amendment In The Senate 


Democratic Party. Three of the other members, Sena- 


tors O’Mahoney, Wheeler, and Wherry, voted for the 


Amendment in the Judiciary Committee in the last 
Congress and are trusted friends. Senator Moore, who 
has recently joined the Judiciary Committee, supported 
the Amendment as a member of the platform com- 
mittee at the Republican Convention of 1944. 

A glance at the membership of the full Judiciary 
Committee is equally reassuring. The Chairman, Sen- 
ator McCarran, helped secure the endorsement of the 
Amendment by the Democratic Party, as a member of 
the platform committee at the.Democratic Convention 
last summer. Within the Committee itself we not only 
have the backing of Senator O’Mahoney and Senator 
Langer who have pushed for a report from the full 
Committee ever since the Amendment was introduced, 
but we have the constant and vigilant help of four 
sponsors of the Amendment: Senator Langer himself, 
and in addition, Senator Albert B. Chandler (D) of 
Kentucky, Senator Harley M. Kilgore (D) of West Vir- 
ginia, and Senator Homer Ferguson (R) of Michigan. 

With this support in the Judiciary Committee itself, 
with the endorsement of both the political parties, with 
the embodiment of the principle of “equal rights of 
men and women” in the proposed Charter of the United 
Nations, with the promise still ringing in our ears 
made by Senators Alben William Barkley (D) of Ken- 
tucky, Joseph Guffey (D) of Pennsylvania, and Warren 
R. Austin (R) of Vermont, to the effect that the failure 
to vote on the Amendment in the last Senate would be 
redeemed by prompt action in this, we are asking for 
a meeting of the sub-committee and a favorable report, 
followed by the report of the Amendment from the 
full Committee to the Senate. Such action will restore 
the Amendment to the position it held on the calendar 
of the last Senate at the close of Congress last Decem- 
ber. It is unfinished business from the winter of 1944. 


CONVENTION BY MAIL 


By CECIL NORTON BROY 
Convention Chairman, National Woman’s Party 


In the middle of June, the Office of Defense Transportation 
informed us that due to the return of our soldiers from Europe, 
4 would be the worst time of all for railway transportation, 
and furthermore, that there was a definite possibility that 
civilian transportation would be frozen for the months of July, 
August and September, if people did not refrain from travel. 
In view of this situation the Executive Council of the Na- 


tional Woman's Party decided to hold our Convention by mail, 


as other national organizations are doing. 
The following events are those which have transpired to date 
in connection with the business of the Convention: 


July 2 to 13—Meeting of the Committee on Resolutions 
at Headquarters. Miss Mary E. Downey, Chairman, 
and two other members of the Committee, Mrs. Nora 
Stanton Barney of Connecticut and Mrs. Amelia 
Himes Walker of Maryland, have attended all 
meetings. 


July 5 to 7—Meeting of Nominating Committee at Head- 
quarters. Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes, Chairman, and the 
other three members, Miss Elsie Hill of Connecticut, 
Dr. Florence Armstrong of Iowa, and Dr. Helena T. 
Ratterman of Ohio, have attended all meetings. 


The Chairman of the Credentials Committee, Mrs. Leslie 

Black of New York, is working with Miss Evelyn Kenison of 
Massachusetts, Chairman of the Committee on Membership, 
on the issuing of credentials. Ballots and Resolutions are now 
in course of preparation and will be forwarded to those who 
are entitled to vote. 
The day of August 26, which is the Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
of the suffrage victory, is the date we have set for voting by 
our officers and delegates all over the country. We believe 
that this date will give all our voters ample time for full 
consideration of nominees and resolutions. 
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N Chairman, Alice Paul, N. J. 
lst Snell Wolfe, Ohio 
2nd Vice-Chairman, — O. Williams, Conn. 
3d Vice-Chairman, Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
. Treasurer, Laura M. Berrien, Ga. 
7 Secretary, Dr. Margaret Sebree, D. O. 
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Report On San Francisco Conference 


By NoRA STANTON BARNEY 


T last the final draft of the Charter is out and 

woman as women have fared better under its ar- 

ticles than many other groups, the subject peoples, for 
instance, and the small nations. 

The preamble by Field Marshal Jan Christian Smuts 
had a thorny and difficult path to travel, with many 
threats of amendment and even elimination. It is far 
ahead of the context of the rest of the Charter, and in 
many ways contradictory to it. It is what the Charter 
should be; and shining out a beacon to the nations 
and peoples of the world are the words: 

“We the peoples of the United Nations determined 
to save su ing generations from the scourge 
of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought un- 
told sorrow to mankind; and 


“To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, 
in the dignity and worth of the human person, in 
the e rights of men and women* and of nations 
large small; . . have agreed to the present 
Charter of the United Nations and do hereby es- 
tablish an international organization to be known 
as the United Nations.” 


This victory for women was achieved through the 
initiative of the Field Marshal and the untiring efforts 
of the foreign women delegates and the National Wo- 
man’s Party representatives working on the outside, 
who hung on to the very end of the Conference. 

The Charter is truly a mid-twentieth century docu- 
ment for women. It is far ahead of our own Federal 
and State constitutions, which not only do not recog- 
nize the principle of equal rights for women but in 
many instances have clauses specifically conflicting 
with that principle. 

To the slogan of no discrimination on account of race 
or color, it adds the principle fought for since the 
pioneers promulgated it in 1848,—Freedom of discrim- 
ination on account of sex. 

This principle is reiterated four times in the body 
of the C r, as follows: 


Cuaprer I. Purposes and Principles. 
Article 1. “The Purposes of the United Nations are: 


8. “To achieve international cooperation in solving interna- 
tional problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian 
character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human 
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinc- 
tion as to race, sex, language, or religion; * * *” 


CHAPTER IV. The General Assembly. * * * 


Article 18. I. “The General Assembly shall initiate studies 
and make recommendations for the purpose of: * * * 

“b. promoting international cooperation in the economic, 
social, cultural, educational, and health fields, and assisting in 
the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
U without | distinction as to race, sex, language, or re- 

on. 


-CHaptTer IX. International Economic and Social Cooperation. 


Article 55. “With a view to the creation of conditions of 
stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and 
friendly relations among nations based on respect for the prin- 
ciple of cane rights and self-determination of peoples, the 
United Nations shall promote: * * *” 

“ce universal respect for, and observance of, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to 


race, sex, language, or religion.” 
CHAPTER XII. International Trusteeship System. * * * 


Article 76. “The basic objectives of the trusteeship 22 
in accordance with the Purposes of the United Nations lai 
down in Article 1 of the present Charter, shall 
4. to encourage for human rights and for funda- 
mental freedoms for without distinction as to race, sex, 
language, or religion, * * *” | 


*(Note: These Italics and all following ones are ours.) 


be: * * *” 


There is another reference to women in the Charter 
in Chapter III, Organs, Article 8, which reads: 


“The United Nations shall place no restrictions 
on the eligibility of men and women to participate 
in any capacit and under conditions of equality 
in its ——— and subsidiary organs. 


This last is the only one of all the rights under this 


Charter which women had in the League of Nations 


Covenant. It is sad to relate that was also the sum 
total of what the State Department and the United 
States delegation asked for. 


Whereas the State Department, the American Dele- 
gates, and their women advisors initially asked for the 
minimum and only the minimum was discussed at the 


little conclave of advisors, at which some of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party representatives were present by 
invitation, the National Woman’s Party and its del 
tion followed the old and effective tactics of asking for 
the ultimate and reluctantly taking part as a con- 
cession. 

The National Woman’s Party asked for the insertion 
of the following seven points: 

1) Inclusion of principle of li sexes in Bill 


(2) Equal suffrage rights for men and women in all member 
countries of the new world organization. 

(3) Equal Rights under the law for men and women in all 
member countries of the new world organization. 


(4) Both men and women, with full voting rights, in all 
delegations from all member countries on the 
and Assembly of the new world organization. 


(5) Both men and women, with full voting rights, in 
delegations from all member countries to 42 
tional conferences held under auspices of the new world 
organization. 


(6) All treaties and conventions concluded under the world 
organization to have no inequalities on sex. 


(7) The code of the World Court to contain no inequalities 
based on sex. 


It will be noted that of the seven items, onl . 
has been achieved. 


Just as when the vote was won here, the National 
Woman's Party alone of all the national women's organ- 
izations realized that we had won only half, since our 
civic rights were still not guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion and in continual jeopardy,—so now let us also 
realize that true equality for women has obtained only 
an opening wedge in the international organization. 


Danger still lurks in many quarters. There is a niche 
reserved for the I. L. O. in the Charter. A number of 
conventions under the I. L. O. discriminate against 
women. A question addressed to the State Depart- 
ment by the writer was: 


“In case the I. L. O. functions under the Charter, 
will treaties and conventions that conflict with the 
— of equal rights for men and women have 

be automatically revised to conform to. the prin- 
ciples enumerated by the Charter?” And also, 

“Will the I. L. O. in future be prevented (in case 
it functions under the Charter) from initiating 
discriminatory legislation?” 


Their reply was that all treaties held until revised, 
and the latter question was not answered. 


neva, Switzerland, jus ore the opening of th 
Conference, which read as follows: 


“The Geneva Group of the World Woman's 
Party urge you to approach the San Francisco 


(Continued on Page 51) 
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The United Nations Conference Closes 


By ALICE MORGAN WRIGHT 


12 months have passed here in San Francisco in 
such a unified endeavor toward one objective as, 
saving in the waging of wars, the world may never 
before have seen. Beset by problems which only navi- 
gators of uncharted seas can know, the wisdom of East 
and West was brought together that fifty nations 
might plan the course for a new and unknown world, 
having for guidance only the wrong courses which the 
world now ending has pursued. 


In the public speculation there were moments of be- 
wilderment, of discouragement, and cynicism, when 
the solution of these problems seemed to call for as 
potent a miracle as that which brought the Santa Maria 
through perils of shipwreck and perils of mutiny to a 
landing on the strange shore of an unknown continent, 
four hundred and fifty years ago. The spirit which 
steered the charter to its safe anchorage, not as a 
perfect vessel but as a seaworthy one, is the spirit 
which informs the famous opening words written into 
the document by Field Marshal Smuts: “To save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war... 
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights. . . in 
the equal rights of men and women and of nations 
large and small.“ 


The Dumbarton Oaks proposals lacked the expres- 

sion of the equality principle for women, but the Char- 
ter declares it in six strategic places. If one is per- 
mitted to jump from boats to band-wagons, that is 
where the equality principle is now to be found. 


In a bulletin issued by the Department of State, 
Mr. Stettinius quotes the words in the chapter concern- 
ing International Economic and Social Cooperation: 
“human rights and fundamental freedoms for all with- 
out distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion“, 
and points out that this section, dealing as it does with 
conditions which lead to wars, may be found to con- 
— the most important part of the Organization’s 
wor 

In a plenary session, M. de Bonmont, Consul General 
of France for New York City, declared it strange that 
the women of France had only recently been given the 
vote, considering that the two chief places of pilgrim- 
age in their country were the place where their patron 
saint, Joan of Arc, had been burned at the stake, and 
the little laboratory where Mme. Curie had worked 
with her husband in their discovery of radium. | 


In the same session Lord Cranborne of the United 
Kingdom’s delegation said: We are glad to have had 
some part in the drawing up of a form of words which 
will ensure that the United Nations can never practice 
discrimination between the sexes in any of its ac- 
tivities.” 

Many women of the United States attended the 
Conference in official capacities, and many others, rep- 
resenting national organizations, stood by, alert and 
vigilant for opportunities to help in the inserting and 
the holding fast of these clauses in the Charter. But 
the greatest tribute must be paid to the women of for- 
eign delegations whose wisdom, devotion, and unremit- 
ting efforts were chiefly responsible for the great 
advance in the status of women brought about in the 
Conference at San Francisco. 


From the beginning to the end, Dr. Bertha Lutz of 
Brazil and Mrs. Jessie Street of Australia stood out 
as able, forthright, and valiant champions of women at 
the Conference. Senora Isabel P. de Vidal, a Senator 
from Uruguay, was the first to propose the equality 


clause, which is now written in chapter three on 
Organs. With the cooperation of the men in her 


_ delegation, she fought courageously for it in those 


first days when it had to be fought for. : 


Tribute is due also the women delegates from other 
countries: China, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Norway, for their work for the women of the world. 
It must be remembered that these delegates were at 
the same time sharing equally with the men of their 
delegations in the general work of the Conference. 


No moment of the Conference was more portentous 
than the moment when, assailed by the battery of the 
press photographers’ flashlights, the lovely and dis- 
tinguished Bertha Lutz of Brazil mounted the rostrum 
and in her hauntingly beautiful voice spoke the first 
words addressed by a woman to the assembled nations. 
Few of those who listened to the compelling clarity of 
her logic could fail to be convinced by her thesis: that 
the principle of equality is not incidental but is basic 
to justice and thus to peace. 


On the last night a plenary session was held for the accept- 
ance of the reports of the commissions and committees, among 
which the work of the Conference had been divided. The com- 
missions’ reports were presented successively by their distin- 
guished rmen and when all had been approved by unani- 
mous vote, Lord Halifax, whose turn it was to preside, said, 
as his gavel fell, “Adopted,” and, to the delegates, “Ladies 
and Gentlemen, I ask you to rise in recognition of our partici- 
pation in a historic moment.” 


The flags of the fifty nations, whose mingled colors filled the 
spaces between the glowing columns, were bright with the 
romise of a future whose standard should be a single banner 
ving all the beauty of variety and all the harmony of peace. 


Under that night’s sky, like the hand clothed in white samite 
which rose from the lake holding the sword, Excalibur, not to be 
unsheathed save by the hand of an appointed warrior King 
the city, ag in steep nacreous eminence above the waters of 
the Pacific, held aloft a mighty scabbard from which, if what 

y none. 


But in her closing speech, Bertha Lutz had irrefutably said: 
There will never be lasting peace in the world until women take 
their part in bringing it about. The gods of war will nourish 
themselves on the blood of the children of women until the time 
comes when the mothers of human beings put an end to the 
shedding of the blood.” 1 2 


Hall of Fame 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
Executive Chamber 


Albany 1 


May 25, 1945. 
Mrs. ROBERT ADAMSON, bo 
Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committee, N. W. P., 
Middletown, New Jersey. 
Dear Mrs. Adamson: | 


I have your letter of May 16th asking me to write a letter to 
the Electors of the Hall Fame, requesting them to vote for 
Susan B. Anthony. 

American 


It seems to me deeply regrettable that this 

citizen was not long since included. We of New York are 
proud that she was for so many years of her distinguished and 
most useful life a neighbor. It is good to learn that the house 
in which she lived in ester is now being as a na- 


tional shrine. 
Susan B. Anthony contributed tly to our American stand- 
ards of freedom and equality before the law and is thoroughly 


entitled to be included in the Hall of Fame. 


While it would be inappropriate for me to write to each 
of the Electors, I shall be happy to have you quote this letter 
in any communication you may address to them. 


With kind regards. Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) THoMAs E. Dewey, Governor. 
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United Nations Conference And Equal Rights 


By ANITA POLLITZER 
Representative, World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights at United Nations Conference 


HE United Nations has recognized the justice of 
equality for women and the need of promoting a 
world order based on human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all men and women. These provisions 


were voted unanimously by the fifty nations assembled 


in San Francisco. 

The Preamble reaffirms faith in fundamental 
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human 
person, in the equal rights of men and women.” 
Chapter I, Pu and Principles, declares for “fun- 
damental f oms for all without distinction as to 
race, sex, language or religion.” Chapter III, Organs, 
declares: “The United Nations shall place no restric- 
tions on the eligibility of men and women to participate 
in any capacity and under conditions of equality in its 
principal and subsidiary organs.” This refers to the 
General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic 
and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the Inter- 
national Court of Justice, and the Secretariat. This 
section, the United Nations Organiation has the power 
to and the responsibility of carrying out. 

Chapter IX, of the International Economic and Social 
Cooperation, declares “With a view to the creation of 
conditions of stability and well being... the United 
Nations shall promote . . universal respect for, and 
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or 
religion.” Other sections of the charter make similar 
declarations. 

At the close of six weeks of work in San Francisco, 
Mrs. Lloyd Williams and myself, Representatives of 
the World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights at the 
Conference, have looked over our notes made before 
we left New York. So as to gauge the distance traveled 
for women by the Conference I quoted one line which I 
wrote before starting for San Francisco. “Important 
that United Nations keep the subject of Equal Rights 
before them and declare for it in every section pos- 
sible.” After conferring with certain delegates on our 
arrival, we soon saw that the women delegates for the 
most part were as anxious as we to have equality pro- 
visions incorporated in the Charter. In addition to 
their other assignments, they were working devotedly 
for this objective in their committees. Our work, there- 
fore, was to interview delegates whenever it seemed 
necessary, and to give whatever backing we could to 
their program. All praise to the Conference for avail- 
ing itself so fully of their energies, talents, and opin- 
ions. All gratitude to the women delegates for using 
their power for the good of all women. 

Women Delegates 


Perhaps only those of us who were at San Francisco 
can realize how constantly equality was championed 
by certain delegates in the committees, and by many 
of the women delegates in preparation for San Fran- 
cisco. The Equal Rights provisions did not appear by 
magic. As always, they were the result of tremendous 
conviction and work. A delegate said to me at the 
close of the Convention: “You will never really know 
what a hard fight was waged by the women in the 
committees to win these provisions—but the Declara- 
tion of Equality in the Preamble you owe to the vision 
of Field Marshal Smuts.” 7 

In addition to the women delegates and Field Mar- 
shal Smuts, Chairman of Commission II, women owe 
much to the Honorable Peter Fraser, Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, Chairman of his Delegation, and to 
Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, of India, Chairman of 


Committee 3 of Commission II, who ably championed 
the cause of equality. 


For those who were not in San Francisco for the 
Conference, it is perhaps wise to recall that this first 
United Nations Conference undertook to create only 
the framework of the International Organization. It 
repeatedly declared that it would remain for the mem- 
ber nations to encourage and promote the principles 
enunciated. But in no place has the Uni Nations 
Organization treated the rights and freedoms of women 
differently from the rights and freedoms for all. It has 
not implied these rights. It has stated them. This 
was one of the victories gained. 

The fact that the charter again and again says 
“without distinction as to sex’ is due in large measure 
to the preliminary work done by the women delegates 
who have labored for equal rights in their own lands. 


Mrs. Jessie Street 


To cite only two examples: Mrs. Jessie Street, of 
the Australian Delegation, brought with her copies of 
cables sent from Australia by 1200 Commonwealth 
organizations—trades’ and women’s groups—urging 
that the “United Nations Conference incorporate into 
postwar plans the democratic principle of equality of 
status, opportunity, responsibility, and reward for men 
and women, and elimination of all discriminations 
based on sex.” Among the organizations signing were 
Nurses, Mothers, Musicians Union, Kindergarten Asso- 
ciation, Women in War Work, Federated Clerks, Wo- 
men’s Christian Temperance Union, Teachers Associa- 


tions, Business and Professional Women’s Groups, St. 


Joan’s Social and Political Alliance, Australian Federa- 
tion of Women Voters, Scientists, and various Union 
groups. 

The Australian National Council of Women cabled 
the Secretary of the United Nations Conference that 

“Australian National Council comprising 600 organizations of 
women, requests that in all future planning there be no dis- 
crimination against women on account of sex, and that the 
principle of complete equality of status and opportunity be 
established for all citizens.” 


This masterly array of cables were planographed and 


distributed to the heads of all delegations at the open- 
ing of the Conference, thus reaching every group that 
would discuss and vote on the provisions of the charter. 
To Mrs. Street and her colleagues of the Australian 
Woman’s Charter Committe, whose labor brought this 
to pass, go our unbounded appreciation. 


Dr. Bertha Lutz 


Dr. Bertha Lutz, Delegate of Brazil, President of 
the Confederated Association of Women of Brazil, was, 
at every turn, a devoted, effective champion of the cause 
of women. She spoke for herself and for Brazil. Wo- 
men’s organizations of Brazil had agreed before the 
Conference upon points in the women’s program, 
on justice and the removal of sex-discrimination, which 
they wished to see incorporated in the Charter. Dr. 
Lutz’s work in the Committees, and her moving 
speeches at the Commission sessions, were a great fac- 
tor in translating these aspirations to the declarations 
now in the C A 

In order to on some of the stirring history of the achieve- 
ments of the Conference for women, and of women’s part in this, 


I spent several days in the Conference Document Rooms, search- 
the records. What I report is gained from this, and from 

interviews with delegates. 
of State Stettinius, 


It is important to note that 
in an address in San Francisco, May 15, on the Provisions for 
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Human Rights, proposed for the Charter by the United States, 
declared: 


Freedom from fear’ encompasses the 34 from 
of race, language, reli or sex, a pro 0 
right to enjoy go fundamental rights and freedoms. 

e United States will work actively and tirelessly both for its 
own people, and through the International Organization for 
ples generally toward the protection and promotion of these 
rights and freedoms.” 


Latin American Women Lead 


While the Article which binds the United Nations to recog- 
nize in its own practice equal participation and representation 
by women was being conside in Committee, Mrs. Isabel P. 
de Vidal, Delegate from Uruguay, a Senator in her own 
country, decla that she did not stand to defend a feminist 
principle, but simply to defend a reality that exists in Uruguay. 
.. + “In the 1 — of the Delegation of Uruguay, women are 
as capable of ring the full responsibilities for the or - 
- of peace as they have been able to bear the responsibilities 
of war. 


When the question turned on whether the eligibility of women 
needed to be specifically mentioned, it was pointed out to the 
Committee by Mrs. Jessie Street, of the Australian delegation, 
that in every country laws have been interpreted to apply to 
men only, unless it is especially stated that women are included. 
At the present time, in practically every country, there are 

rohibitions against women occupying various positions, just 

use the law does not specifically state that women are 
included. She that the Committee take the necessary 
action to leave no doubt in the minds of anyone at present, 
or in the future, as to the eligibility of women to hold any 
position in the Organization, Mrs. Street declared. 


The delegate of Brazil, Dr. Bertha Lutz, pointed out that 
Uruguay, Brazil, the Dominican Republic, and Mexico had all 
sent in similar amendments on the participation and represen- 
tation of women. If one examined the laws and declarations 
of most countries, she said, one could see that in every one 
of them, beginning with Magna Carta, down to the Declaration 
of Rights, the preamble to the United States Constitution, 
men have never found it unnecessary to make a statement of 
their rights. Why then should it be unnecessary to make a 
statement of the rights of women. 


Miss Minerva Bernardino, Delegate from the Dominican 
Republic, President of the Inter-American Commission of Wo- 
men, and Mrs. Amalia C. de Castillo Ledon, of the Mexican 
Delegation, spoke ably, championing this section. 


Economic and Social Cooperation 

On June 11, in a notable session of Commission II, Field 
Marshal Smuts presiding, Committee 3, on Economie and 
Social Cooperation, under the Chairmanship of Sir A. Ramas- 
wami Mudaliar, 3 There were many speeches of im- 
portance to us. is Committee had met 21 times in full 
session. In addition, the drafting committee had met 19 times. 
The Committee a unanimously to recommend the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council as a Principal Organ of the United 
Nations. The Committee recommended that the original state- 
ment of purposes be amended to read that the Organization 
shall promote. 


“Universal respect for and observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, 
language, religion, or sex.” 

The Committee had agreed to reinforce the statement of 
purposes by this pledge: 

“All members pledge themselves to take joint and separate 
action in cooperation with the Organization for the eve- 
ment of these purposes.” 


This pledge has now become Article 56 of Chapter IX of 
the Charter. 


At the outset of this meeting, Mr. A. A. Arutiunian of the 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the U. S. S. R., in support- 
ing the report for his country, said: 


“The Soviet Union Delegation did its best to improve the 
Dumbarton Oaks proposals. Particularly, I s like to 
mention the incorporation into the Charter of the respect for the 
principle of e rights—as well as the promotion of universal 
respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
8 for all, without distinction as to race, language, re- 
igion or sex.” 

Then, there was a moment of drama and historical signifi- 
cance when Dr. Bertha Lutz came to the front. Speaking to 
the large, interested assembly, she said, in part: 

“It is a privilege to address this meeting, as the first woman 
delegate to speak before the Constitutional Assembly of a World 
Parliament—one thing I 242 to tell you... The first men- 


tion of the basic rights of human beings, Ay ee of race, 
creed or sex, was the Amendment submitted by Brazil, — 


Mexico and the Dominican Republic jointly, at the request o 
the women on the delegations of these 


“It was advocated also by the M powers, which thus 
facilitated the adoption of this principle o ity. The fact 


that the President of our Commission, Field Marshal Smuts, 


also included the equality of men and women in the Preamble, 
and the magnificent support that we Latin American women 
have had from the men on all delegations, shows that the 
world is thinking along these lines of elementary justice. 


“I sincerely wish that this Council had had an even wider 
scope—that was not 
tions, time will bring it about. So let us take such good things 
— we have . together pee if we can — „ — 

grow. way in w we implement princi 

set up will be the real test of our sincerity.” 

Miss Wu Yi-Fang, Delegate of China, President of G 
College, then arose and addressed the session. The women o 
China have equal rights under their Constitution. 


“We must look to the will, power and determination of the 


vernments and the les carry out what is set do 
4 the Charter,” she 


Dean Virginia C. Gildersleeve, Delegate of the United States, 
then spoke, declaring: 

“I can assure you all I am confident that the United States 
and I hope with great effec- 

veness in e wo coming unde Eco i 
and Social Council.” 


a war, ladies and gentlemen, to — how precious, how vital, 


I give these quotations from speeches which climaxed the 
work in committees so that the emphasis given to the rights 
of women can carry over to those who were not there. 


Declaration by Brazil 


Before the chapter on Economic and Social Coopera 
reported to the Committee 3 proceeded — 
sideration of a declaration by the delegation of Brazil: 


“Whereas the status of women in different countries has to be 
radically improved and their rights have to be extended to attain 
the objectives of the Economic and Social Council to promote 
22 rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinc- 

of sex; 

“and whereas the part that women have played in the war 
makes the consideration of their status and ts urgen 
problem requiring solution: 

“The Delegation of Brazil recommends that the Economic and 
Social Couneil should set up a special commission of — to 
study conditions and prepare reports on the political, eivil and 
economic status and opportunity of women with special ref er- 
ence to discrimination and limitations placed upon them on 
account of their sex.” 


The Delegation of Mexico pro that this be amended to 
include the following sentence, “This Commission shall cooper- 
ate with similar official Commissions in different parts of the 
world.” The declaration, as amended, was supported by repre- 


sentatives of 35 delegations in addition to Brazil and Mexico, 


and was therefore appro altho i 
po gh ' pproved, ugh it does not become part 
In the public Plenary session of Commission I, on J 19 
resided over by Honorable Henri Rollin of Belgium, the “Article 
or the equal eligibility of women in the Organization of the 
— re Committee. Lord Cran- 
rne, egate of the om, and Secretary of State 
for Dominion Affairs, in a prepared address stated: sf 
“We are glad to have had some part in drawing up a form 
words which will ensure that the United toy dn gh — 
practice discrimination between the sexes in any of its activities.” 


Women of France 


When the session reconvened in the evening, M. Guerin de 
— Delegate of France, addressed — public session 


“The moment has come for France to associate herself with 
the pending motion to admit women to the various o of 
the United Nations that are being created here. For the first 
time the women of France are panne officially in public 
life by voting in the municipal elections. In a world where 
women run the same dangers as men, and often greater dangers, 
women have the right to know the reasons—women ought to 


(Continued on Page 52) 
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Australia’s Helping Hand 


By RuTH M. SNYDER, 
Publicity Chairman, School Women’s Council 


N THIS epoch-making period of history, when all 
races and creeds are reaching forth for a better 
understanding of mankind, it was with a spiritual in- 
spiration that the members of the National Women’s 
Party, the Co-ordinating Committee for Constitutional 
Rights and their friends listened to the thought com- 
pelling message of Mrs. Jessie Street, at spacious home 
and garden of Mrs. Hague M. Prince at No. 4 Berkley 
— Los Angeles, California, Saturday afternoon, 
une 30. 

Mrs. Street, Assistant and Consultant to the Con- 
ference at San Francisco, gave a clear history of 
the dynamic work of the women in Australia, how 
they decided to improve their status and opportunity 
despite the problems of war and so held a conference, 
far reaching in effects, at Sydney in 1942. Women 
from all groups and all parts of Australia were in- 
vited to meet and to find a solution to the problems 
which confronted them. This study resulted in a 
charter devised to cover all women’s activities and all 
conditions governing women. Another of the great 
fruits of this meeting was the permission granted by 
the government for the women to publish the first 
women’s magazine in Australia, The Women’s Digest,“ 
the purpose of which is to give cultural, political and 
educational information about women in all countries 
and thus bring women together on a common under- 
standing rather than spectacular news accounts. From 
the findings of this gathering came the Equality 
Clause“ for men and women written in the Australian 
Charter, a charter far in advance of the United Na- 
tions' Charter. 

The task was not easy at San Francisco to get the 
inclusion of the “Equality Clause” in the United 
Nations’ Charter as the delegations from the United 
States and Great Britain stood out so strongly against 
it. However, Mrs. Street, with her well-thought-out 
framework, the clear, practical thinking of Senator 
Vidal of Uruguay, and the detailed work of Dr. Bertha 
Lutz of Brazil, the clause was written in the charter, 
Chapter 3, Article 8. 

“The United Nations shall place no restrictions 
on the eligibility of men and women to participate 
in any capacity and under conditions of equality in 
its principal and subsidiary organs.” 

The Dumbarton Oaks Proposal, the framework of 
which was the basis of the San Francisco Conference, 
had nothing in it about women, so Mrs. Street upon 
her arrival in San Francisco immediately set to work 
upon this issue. Armed with a cablegram from Aus- 
tralia, with 1200 signatures from Australian Organi- 
zations, endorsing equality for men and women, Mrs. 
Street called a meeting of prominent women, two from 
France, one from Mexico, one from Norway, one 
from Brazil, one from Santo Domingo, herself, and 
visiting consultants from groups such as the League 
of Women Voters, the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women and the General Federation of Women’s 


Clubs. The women discussed the question of the 


Equality Clause in the Charter. 
Equality Clause 


Under this inspired leadership, these women worked 
hard from May 3rd to June 6, in an earnest endeavor 
to get an equality elause in the Charter. May 8rd, the 
first committee meeting was held and resolutions were 
formulated. The Great Powers accepted four of the 
resolutions and adopted three. The committees hoped 
to establish the theme of equal conditions for all 


through the charter, though some nations felt that 
women should have a place only in the secretariat. 
Field Marshall Smuts of South Africa felt that the 
preamble should reaffirm faith in human rights and 
so introduced the Equality Clause in the Preamble. 
However, in the wording of the body of the charter, 
Archibald McLiesh felt that the wording of the Equal- 
ity clause was “not poetic enough.” Thus, regen 
situations that ranged from the ridiculous to the su 
lime, Mrs. Street, ever watchful, struck at the right 
points and finally had the victory of an assurance that 
enough countries approved of the Equality Clause in 
the Charter. Thus encouraged she went farther. 


The committees searched the charter and worked hard to 
include a clause that there should be “no restrictions in part on 
the activities” of men and women. It was thought that — 45 
3 and 4 on O s” and “The General Assembly” should be 
the place for this. The British and American delegations did 
not feel the need of this issue as they stated that it should be 
assumed that women had the privil and that there was no 
need of it being specifically designated. 

June 6, after much work, the majority of delegates were in 
favor of the principle of Equality for men and women being 
written in the charter, but again they quibbled over the correct 
wording. In this dark hour, Mrs. Street did not hesitate to go 
to the loyal men from her own and other countries for help. 
The proposal finally went through with two dissenting votes, 
that of the Uni States and Great Britain. Splendid co- 
operation was given by Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, the Indian 
leader and chairman of the Economic and Social Council. All 
were grateful for this help as it is this organ which will govern 
the commission which is set up to examine the status of women. 

A sincere thank-you ‘to you, Mrs. Street, and to the noble 
women who helped you in this milestone, which your untiring 
. 1 not only for us but tor the women of 
wor 

Other noted guests were Miss Edith Goode of the National 
Woman's Party, who gave the status of the — hts 
Amendment as it now stands in Congress. Mrs. Eleanor Wil- 
son MacAdoo, who in a few words brought out the tone of the 
new era in a world of friendship, and highlighted the similari- 
ties of the United Nations’ Charter with the Covenant of the 
lesa ms a Nations, the work of her famous father. Mrs. Mac- 


“Victory is not yet won. The duty of each is to 
see that the United States ratifies the Charter so 
that wars will be abolished.” 


All, who were privileged to meet Mrs. Street and to hear her 
timely address, also realized that this opportunity would not 
have presented itself had it not been for the untiring and the 
well-coordinated efforts of Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler, member 
of the Council of the N. W. P., and Dr. Zelma Huxtable, Vice- 
Chairman of the Southern California Branch, N. W. P. 


A Proclamation 
By the Governor of the State of Utah 


WHEREAS, the first woman’s rights meeting ever held in 
the world took place on July 19, 1848, and since then wide- 
spread interest in equal rights for women has occurred; and, 

WHEREAS, there is pending before the Congress of the 
United States a proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Federal Constitution; and, 

WHEREAS, the 1944 platforms of both major political parties 
recommended that one submit to the states a constitutional 
amendment on equal rights for women; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Herbert B. Maw, Governor of the 
State of Utah, do hereby declare July 19, 1945, as 1 Rights 
for Women Day in the State of Utah. in doing so I urge that 
the citizens of the State consider the values of the principle 
of “Equality of Rights under the law for all people regardless 
of sex,” on that day, with the view of becoming better acquaint- 
ed with the issues involved. I, furthermore, urge that the vari- 
ous organizations of citizens give support to the proposition 
that all citizens of the United States shall enjoy equality and 
justice under the law. 
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Governors Continue to Support the Equal 
| Rights Amendment 


It will be remembered that in 1944, twenty-five Gov- 
ernors endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment. Their 
opinions were published in a leaflet still available at 

eadquarters. To that imposing array of supporting 
opinion from the State leaders may now be added the 
following: 


Gov. Fred G. Aandahl, Bismarck, N. D., May 9, 1945: 
“It is a privilege and a pleasure to wholeheartedly endorse 
ghts Amendment now pending in Congress. This 


equality for which 
we have been working for a long time.” 


Gov. Ransome J. Williams, Columbia, S. C., June 2, 1945: 


“This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 31, | 


and you may rest assured that you have my full cooperation in 
the Rights Amendment.” 


Gov. Ralph F. Gates, Indianapolis, Ind., June 5, 1945: 

„J assure you I endorse the Rights Amendment. This 
should not be a party matter as it has already been endorsed 
by both National Conventions. We do not have another session 
of the Legislature until 1947, so it is impossible for us to take 
any action until that time comes.” 


Gov. Edward J. Thye, St. Paul, Minn., June 7, 1945: 

“This will acknowledge receipt of 2 letter of May 31, and 
I assure you that the Equal Rights endment would have my 
full support.” 


Gov. Jimmie H. Davis, Baton Rouge, La., June 11, 1945: 


“I have your letter of June 7, 1945, relative to the proposed 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States — 
equality of rights to women. Personally, I see no objection 
to the Amendment. In this State women have practically equal 
rights with men under the laws.” 


Gov. Clarence W. Meadows, Charleston 5, W. Va., June 14, 1945: 


ights 


“It appears to me that the submission of an Ri 
and fully 


Amendment to a vote of the people is highly desirable 
justified in every respect.” 
Gov. Mon C. Wallgren, Olympia, Wash., June 15, 1945: 


“This Amendment meets with my hearty approval, and I am 
very glad indeed to give it my own endorsement.” 


Gov. Robert D. Blue, Des Moines, Iowa, June 26, 1945: 


“The Equal Rights Amendment has been in Republican plat- 
forms of the * three State Conventions to my knowledge. 
I am positive it would receive favorable action in my State.” 


Gov. Edward Martin, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


“I have always believed in equal rights and in Pennsylvania 
much legislation has been passed indicating our feeling on this 
important subject. I favor the accomplishment of this Constitu- 
tional Amendment.” 


Gov. Maurice J. Tobin, Boston, Mass., July 18, 1945.: 


er yment of equality of opportunity an li 
before the law should receive the enthusiastic — * of sd 
cans from all walks of life. The adoption of such affirmative 
measures will accomplish more in mitigating, suppressing and 
eliminating the insidious movements and = Bees which are 
an ever present threat to the unity and strength of our people 
than any other steps we may take. The Equal Rights Amend- 
ment is a forward step for closer unity, and I endorse it whole- 
heartedly.” 


Women in Congress 
By ANNABEL PAXTON 


The women in Congress are now between the covers of a book 
for the first time. Annabel Paxton, of Washington, D. C., col- 
lected the stories and photographs of these women in the 

resent and recent Co The book is published by the 

ietz Press, Inc., of Richmond, Va. 


Sketching only in a brief introductory chapter, the efforts of 
the first woman to seek election to Congress and discussing in 
short paragraphs the outstanding women who sat in the Senate 
and the House from 1917 through 1942, the author of Women in 
Congress has concentrated on the Congresswomen of the war 
Congresses, the 77th, 78th, and 79th. 


97th Anniversary Seneca Falls Convention 


The 97th anniv of the Seneca Falls Convention was 
celebrated at N. W. P. headquarters Thursday evening, July 19. 
A pageant of the movement, from 1848 to the present, ar- 
ed and directed by its author, Gaeta Wold Boyer, was read 
I. Radcliff D), of Md., chief 
nator iffe , 0 nsor of the 
Equal Rights Senator William (R.), 
of N. D., member of the Senate Judiciary Committee and one 
of the 23 co-sponsors, spoke. Congressman Compton I. White 
D.), of Idaho, chairman of the Committee on Irrigation and 
lamation, one of the 73 Congressmen joining with Represen- 
tative Louis Ludlow in the introduction of the Amendment in 
the House, was a welcome guest and speaker. 

The meeting was opened by the convention chairman, Cecil 
Norton Broy, of Virginia, who read the resolutions and senti- 
ments adopted by the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 and in- 
troduced the rman of the evening, Izetta Jewel Miller, for- 
mer State Chairman of the West Virginia Branch of the N. W. 
P. Mrs. Miller, who had alread b casted that morning over 
read a telegram of re m Representative ith Nourse 
Rogers (R.), of — | 


the Amendment, and a message from Mrs. Loewen to Alice Pa 
the support of Pennsylvania in the campaign and 


Elizabeth Forbes, member of the National Council, announced 
that Governor Herbert R. O’Conor, of Md., would broadcast in 
honor of Seneca Falls Day and in behalf of the Amendment on 
July 20, the arrangements having been made by Alma Harrison 
Ambrose, Branch Chairman. 

Too late to announce at the meeting came from Anita Pollitzer 
the copy of a Proclamation by the Governor of Utah, the Honor- 
able Herbert B. Maw, declaring J uly 19 “Equal Rights for 
Women Day.” Also too late for reading at the meeting came 
messages to the Chairman of the Committee on Pioneers, Mrs. 
Robert Adamson, from Governor Thomas E. Dewey, of N. is 
and Governor Raymond E. Baldwin, of Conn. 

Phoebe C. Munnecke, Chairman of the Michigan Branch, and 
Mrs. Geo Wietersen brought greetings from their state and 
$100 from Michigan supporters. Mrs. Harry Kachadourian and 
Hilda Chapple spoke for Maryland, giving several amusing inci- 
dents in the life of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley addressed the nas and read aloud 
her answer to the recent editorial in the Washington Post at- 
tacking the Amendment. Mrs. Fred Weitz, Editor of the “Club 
Woman,” brought tings from the general Federation. 

Music was contributed by Madame Marguerite Zilliacus, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Emily Pearse. Refreshments, under the 
— of Mary Doyle McCain and Dora G. Ogle, were 
served in the garden. Mrs. Lucia Hadley received the guests. 


Mary Markajani of Dept. 45 Is First 

Woman Admiral in Eastern Aircraft Division 
Mary Markajani of Department 45 became the first woman 
employe of Eastern Aircraft Division (General Motors) to 
achieve the rank of Admiral when the Suggestion Plan Com- 
mittee approved her tenth production suggestion in April. 

On July 27, 1942, Mary started work at Eastern and shortly 
after that became the first woman employe of the Tarrytown 
plant to have a suggestion accepted. The one which makes her 
an Admiral is the use of a micarta block, which holds the channel 
against the door assembly of the Avenger gill and firewall while 
the skin is fitted and drilled. The block holds the parts in place 
and permits Mary to complete the drilling in one operation. 

Mary feels that her job at Eastern is not.all she can do for 
the war effort. Mary is a long-time member of the Red Cross, 
a senior air raid warden, and a nine-time blood donor. She is a 
member of Yonkers League of Women Voters and Congres- 
sional Aide of the 27th District, National Woman’s Party. 

In World War I, Mary worked in a mill weaving silk for para- 
chutes. During the influenza epidemic of 1918 she took care 
of two blocks of victims in her native Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Mary’s son, Private Ernest Markajani, is serving with Gen- 
eral Patton’s Third Army in Germany. One daughter, Dolores, 
is married to a member of the crew of the diplomatic exchange 
ship, the Gripsholm. Another daughter, Anita, is engaged to 
be married to Sergeant Henry Kwiatkowski, who was recently 
freed from the German prisoner of war camp, Stalag 3-C. 


From The Eastern Aircraftsman. 
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Address Of Ella M. Sherwin 


President of Industrial Women’s League for Equality 


At the Dinner of the New York State Branch (N. W. P.) Annual 
Board Meeting in Syracuse, N. Y., Saturday Evening, May 5, 1945 


SPEAK to you tonight as the representative of a 

working women’s organization recently formed to 
help enact the Equal Rights Amendment. We formed 
this new group because so much of the opposition to 
the Amendment was based on the claim that its passage 
would nullify labor laws regulating women’s work, and 
that the consequences would be disastrous to working 
women. It seemed essential that working women 
speak through an organization strictly their own. _ 

We well know that the Amendment will not nullify 
any existing laws; that nullification of labor laws for 
women would not be disastrous anyhow, and we are 
certain that the effect of the Amendment will be to 
produce a crop of new and better labor laws that will 
raise industrial standards throughout the United 
States. No laws need be nullified, because the last para- 
graph of the Amendment reads: This Act shall take 
effect three years after ratification”, which means that 
laws remain as they are at the time of ratification until 
revised to provide even-handed justice to men and 
women, and that revision must be accomplished within 
three years. 

Labor Laws for Women 


If the Amendment would nullify labor laws for wo- 
men, the results would not be disastrous, as has been 
demonstrated. In most of the states those laws are 
not in force for the “duration”. It is the possibility 
of their re-enforcement which is the threat of disaster. 
Our country, our allies and the liberated nations need 
the services of American women in industry, so labor 
laws which hampered their effective employment were 
set aside for the benefit of other people, not for the 
benefit of the women who have been victimized by such 
legislation for years. The results are not disastrous. 
On the contrary, women have better jobs and better 
pay than ever before. They are therefore living better 
and are healthier and happier. If the labor laws can 
be nullified in the interests of war without destroying 
the health and morals of women, then they could be 
nullified permanently in the interest of preserving the 
improved health and happiness of those women. But 
they won’t be nullified by the Amendment unless legis- 
latures fail to equalize. 

Necessity of making changes in the laws to establish 
equality for men and women will mean, not wiping out 
laws, but revising them to establish proper standards 
for human beings in industry. There are still so 
many more low-paid, unskilled men than women in 
industry that failure to regulate hours and wages of 
both sexes is failure to protect the vast majority of 
highly exploited laborers. 

Many hours laws for women would be unworkable 
if extended to all workers, but proper hours regulation 
is a must in present day industry. 

Passage of the Amendment will provide the oppor- 
tunity to get a ceiling over hours, a floor under wages, 
protection against industrial poisons and all the other 
needed protections for men and women equally. The 
three-year period allowed after ratification, before the 
Amendment becomes effective, is allowed to give time 
for orderly procedure in revising laws so that no con- 
fusion need result. * * * 


World War I 


When World War I brought about a need for wo- 
men’s services, they engaged in new occupations and 
frequently received equal pay for equal work. At the 


end of that war they were more or less forced back 
into the petty jobs they had previously held, though 
many permanent gains were made. In some cases it 
took new laws to oust women from their newly- 
acquired jobs. 

New York State enacted the Lockwood - Caulfield 
Transportation Law, which threw out of employment 
all of the ticket agents from jobs that had been held 
by women for a couple of generations, and it threw out 
all of the subway guards and trolley conductorettes, 
who were new in that work. The law was amended 
to allow the ticket agents to return to their jobs, but 
the women in new jobs on cars and trains were o 
permanently. 3 

World War II 

Now, in World War II, with the labor laws in abey- 
ance, women are again employed on street cars in New 
York City, this time on one-man cars where one person 
in both motorman and conductor. I ride frequently 
with colored women operators, on both night and day 
shifts. They are courteous and efficient. If the war 
ends so that the labor laws come into force again these 
women will probably be surprised to learn that New 
York State decided twenty-five years ago that their 
health and morals will be a total loss if they work more 
than eight hours a day on that job, or more than forty- 
eight hours a wépk, or on a split shift, or if they work 
at night betwen [0 p. m. and 6 a. m., or have less than 
one hour of their eight for a lunch period. Men on 
the same job under our state law must not work more 
than ten consecutive hours a day, with one-half hour 
out of the ten for lunch, except that in case of accident 
or unavoidable delay the men may be detained over ten 
hours for extra compensation. 

If and when that law is re-invoked, I am traveling 
to my work on a car operated by a woman who meets 
with an unavoidable delay and her eight hours expires 
before I reach my destination, I suppose she is to de- 
sert the car and leave me and the other passengers flat. 
Of course, that won’t happen. Because there just 
won’t be any courteous, efficient colored woman running 
the car. A man who can stay with the car and bring 
it back to the depot will have the job. 


Women in Unions 


The motorwomen are members of the Transport 


Workers Union. They have seniority rights in their 
jobs; that is, they have the right to employment ahead 
of persons who are newer employees and to choice of 
shifts and routes ahead of newer employees, ete. They 
pay dues monthly to the union for protection of their 
rights. But the union cannot force the City of New 
Vork to violate a state law which conflicts with union 
law, in order to protect the rights those women are 
paying for. 88 

The Equal Rights Amendment will make it neces- 
sary for the legislature to decide how many hours a 
motorman may operate a trolley car with safety to 
himself and the public, how much time is required for 


a proper lunch period, how much time off the job each 


person is entitled to in order to have a proper family 
life, and then set hours standards for street railway 
motormen without regard to who happens to be the 
motorman. 


This is an example of the situation union women in all kinds 
of jobs will find themselves in all over this land if the dis- 
criminatory labor laws come into force again. Out of their 
jobs will go women on nite shifts in states where their em- 
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night is illegal: in states with hours limitations 

ws out go women as fast as men with no limitation on 
their hours can be found, so that there will be employees on 
the job who can work some overtime in emergencies; out will 
New York City’s women street car operators; and so on 
states—and into those jobs 
go 


h many occupations in man 
ours, thereby keeping other 


men who may work overlong 
men and women unemployed 


Women are in unions now as never bef because now we 
have the industrial unions in the C. I. O., which can o 
industries that the A. F. of L. could not successfully organize 
in its craft unions. All men and all women workers can be 
skilled and un- 
skilled in an industry bargain together and 1 — each other. 

e war as non- 


eo work when we can 
when there are unions to 


p of what the Amendment will do and what it can be 
made to do. Union men who are still thinking in terms of 
1900 to 1910 —0or perhaps 1789 —have to be brought up to date. 

Once Congress passes the Amendment we may be sure 
equality bills will be prepared for introduction in the next 
session of each state legislature. The law makers will start 
early to avoid the rush. Labor laws establishing an eight-hour 
day with time and a half for overtime and applying to all 
workers should be among the first bills introdu in an 
industrial state. Such a bill would have for its object, in 
addition to establishing equality of men and women, regulation 
of intrastate industry exactly like the present regulation of 
interstate — Federal law, so as to 
spread employmen elp promote a prosperous — econ- 
omy Only with a — Bs population employed and having 
money to buy goods can prosperity be maintained. The more 
people are wor the greater the demand for goods, 

Out attention is frequently called to the dreadful —— 
the Ame ent would pose in regard to the Social ity 
Act. Ce benefits are paid under that law to the wives 
or widows of men insured under that act. No similar benefits. 
are paid to the husbands or widowers of insured women. Well, 
why not? Women workers pay into the fund exactly the same 
tax that men pay. Why do they not rate the same returns? 
We women seem to be paying taxes to support other men’s 
wives in preference to helping our own husbands, neces- 
sity of ting the benefits working women are being taxed 
for would, says the Woman's Bureau in Washington, “create a 
serious actuarial unbalance in the fiscal planning and opera- 
tion of the Social Security 14 <9 t’s too bad! But 
there is so much “unbalance” the Labor Department, they 

should know by this time what to do about it. 


Function of the Constitution 


It is the function of the Constitution to establish funda- 
mental principles under which the various branches of our 
government provide the justice, equality and 14 liberty 
which are basic rights of all in a democracy. e Equal Rights 
Amendment is absolutely necessary to establish the fundamental 
prineiple of equality of rights for men and women under all 
our laws. 

Members of Co 
the words of President Wilson when he addressed Con in 
1919 in favor of the suffrage amendment. He said: We have 

e partners of women in this war. Shall we admit them 
only to a partnership of sacrifice and suffering and toil and 
not to a 1 woe 4 of privilege and right? This war could 
not have n 32 either by the other nations engaged or 
by America, if it not been for the services of women. It 
is vital to the right solution of the great problems which we 
must settle and settle immediately when the war is over.“ 


Missouri State Chairman 
At a recent meeting of the Missouri members of the National 


Woman's Party, these officers were elected as the State Board 
for Missouri, viz: 


Miss Tiera Farrow, State Chairman; Mrs. Gladys Miniace, 
State Vice-Chairman; Miss Margaret Mason, State Secretary; 
Miss T. F. Lester, State Treasurer, and Mrs. J. C. Glenn, Cor- 
responding Secretary. Plans are being made for a garden party 
in celebration of the 97th anniversary of the Seneca Falls Con- 
vention of 1848, to be held on the lawn of a member of the local 
group, to which prospective members and friends are to be 


and our President may now well echo | 


House Committee Reports Amendment 
(Continued from Cover Page) 


racy. The proposal, if adopted, will be self-executing. 

Both the Federal Government and the States are left 

free to act, but are merely required to be equal and 

uniform between the sexes. Neither is there merit or 

substance in the contention that the proposal seeks to 

88 — oe the States policies which they do not see fit 
op 


“Attention is called to the fact that the adoption 
of the proposal by the Congress will not put the amend- 
ment into operation. Before it can have any effect 
whatsoever it must be approved by the legislatures 
of three-fourths of the States of the Union. In other 
words, the independent action of thirty-six States of 
the United States must approve the merits of the 
proposal before it can become effective. If the pro- 
posal does not appeal to the legislatures of thirteen 
States of the Union it can never have any effect what- 
ever. Moreover, under the terms of the proposal the 
respective states, in the event of the ratification of the 
amendment, will have three years after the date of 
such ratification to make any changes in the laws of 
the several States as are necessary to remove or equal- 
ize any law which may now offend the recommended 
amendment.” 


The above report was presented to the House in the 
name of the entire Judiciary Committee, consisting of 
27 members, with the exception of 7 members who 
presented “minority views.“ The members of the Judi- 
ciary Committee other than those expressing “minor- 
ity views“ are: 


Democrats 


Hatton W. Sumners, Texas 
Zebulon Weaver, N. C. 
Francis E. Walter, Penna. 
John H. Tolan, California. 
William T. Byrne, New York 
Estes Kefauver, Tenn. 
Joseph R. Bryson, S. C. 
Fadjo Cravens, Arkansas 
Frank L. Chelf, Kentucky 


Republicans 
Clarence E. H New York 
Earl C. Michener, Michigan 
John M. Robsion, Kentucky 
Chauncey W. Reed, Illinois 
Louis E. Graham, Penna. 
Raymond S. Sp r, Indiana 
Joseph E. Talbot, Conn. 

Frank Fellows, Maine 
Earl R. Lewis, Ohio 
John Jennings, Jr., Tenn. 
Algier L. Goodwin, Mass. 


The seven who expressed “minority views” are: 
Emanuel Celler (Democrat), N. V.; Michael A. Fei- 
ghan (Democrat), Ohio; Martin Gorski (Democrat), 
III.; Joseph W. Gwynne (Republican), Iowa; Sam 
Hobbs (Democrat), Ala.; Thomas J. Lane (Demo- 
crat), Mass.; and Sam M. Russell (Democrat), Texas. 


The Judiciary Report was ordered printed and sent 
to the Rules Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. The Rules Committee is the Committee that 
decides when a vote is to be taken on the floor of the 
House. The next step is for the Rules Committee to 
set a date for the vote. The members of the Rules 
Committee are: Representatives Adolph J. Sabath, 
Chairman (Democrat), III.; E. E. Cox (Democrat), 
Ga.; Howard W. Smith (Democrat), Va.; J. Bayard 
Clark (Democrat), N. C.; John J. Delaney (Demo- 
crat), N. V.; William M. Colmer (Democrat), Miss.; 
Joe B. Bates (Democrat), Ky.; Roger C. Slaughter 
(Democrat), Mo.; Leo E. Allen (Republican), III.; 
Earl C. Michener (Republican), Mich.; Charles A. 
Halleck (Republican), Ind.; Clarence J. Brown (Re- 
publican), Ohio. 


A two-thirds majority of each House is necessary 
to carry a Constitutional amendment. We urge every- 
one who reads this article to make certain that his 
own member of Congress will vote for the Amendment. 
Each of us has a big responsibility for the outcome of 
the vote on tke floor of the House. 


It seems possible that the end of the road is in sight. 


| 


* 
4 working women have not, so that working women are in a 
iF position to slide backward with the coming of peace, while 
‘\i non-working women continue in the same situation as before. 
We are today in a 828 of equality in industry unparalleled 
. in our history. We have demonstrated that we can engage in 
W all kinds of work under the same conditions men 
5 do equal work. We will join unions 
* join. The problem now is to avoid losing our gains. 
| The first thing to be done by working women is, in my 
ii opinion, to get across to trade union men and women a true 
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Finance Chairman Florence A. Armstrong 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Mrs. William Kent, Calif $ 110.00 
Mrs. Ro Adamson, N. J 100.00 
Mrs. M. Lucretia Hay lowa 100.00 
Mrs. Anna Kelton Wiley, * 50.00 
Mr. Robert J. Caldwell, N. 25.00 
Mrs. Avery Coonley, D. 6.— 25.00 
Miss Betty Mayer, Calif 25.00 
Miss Grace Potter, R. I 25.00 
Mrs. Kate C. Winston, Texas 25.00 
Miss Agnes E. Wells, ze 20.00 
Miss Edith Goode, D. G 17.50 
Miss Alice Morgan Wright, N > 17.50 
Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, D. Cc 15.00 
Business & Professional Women's Club, Davenport, lowa 

(District 6) 12.50 
Mr. George Gordon Battle, N. Y 10.00 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, Atlanta, Ga........ 10.00 
Mrs. Gaeta Wold Boyer, D. C 10.00 
Lotta B. Broadbridge, Wisc 10.00 
Miss Evelyn F. Bromwell, Md 10.00 
Mrs. W. F. Carey, N. 1 10.00 
Mrs. Dwight Clark, N. Y 10.00 
M Beu Cushman, III 10.00 
Miss Gertrude M. Drach, N. 1 10.00 
Miss Emily Evans, Calif 10.00 
Miss Mabel E. Griswold, Wisc 10.00 
Dr. Francis Hannett, III 10.00 
Mrs. Jessie E. Hill, Calif 10.00 
Mrs. Maude Hudson, Va 10.00 
Mrs. Bliss. Knapp 10.00 


Mass 
Mrs. Hilda A. 23 Kratsc ae. 10.00 


Miss Rosalie Moynahan, 10.00 
Miss May Ross, Mich 10.00 
Mrs. Lucy Cooper Shaw, Md 10.00 


Miss Mildred Schmidt, Md ‘ 10.00 
Miss Isabel Whitehouse Toppin, Ohio 


Mrs. E. H. Townsend, Texas 10.00 
Mrs. Grace M. Trimble, Pa. 10.00 
Miss Elly Van Aalto . 10.00 
Mrs. Dora B. Wettlaufer, N. Y 10.00 
Miss Helen P. Wetzel, N. J 10.00 
Miss Bessie White, H 10.00 
Mrs. W. Nelson Whittemore, Calif * 10.00 
Mrs. Mary Winsor, Pa 10.00 
Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa. 6.00 
Palo Alto Branch NWP, Calif. 6.00 
Mrs. Marjorie Varner, Fla. 


Miss Clatie C. Ashley, D. C 
Business & Professional Women’s Club, Upland, Calif............ 
Mrs. Lucille A. Calmes, D. C 

Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, Mass. 
Mrs. Florence 1 Mexico 
Mrs. Florence Hood Johnson, Wash 


Miss Lillian M. Johnson, Va 0 
Mrs. Thomas A. Laforest, Mich 0 
Mrs. Alice 0 0 
Miss e P. Pollitzer, S. C 
0 
0 


Miss Jule T. Quilter, D. G 
Mrs. Helen P. Riverburg, Md 
Miss Grace Banks Sammons, III 
San Diego Alumna Chapter, — 
Mrs. Helen F. 

Miss Miriam Stover 
Mrs. Margaret St. Cle Valgren, B. G 
Miss Julia Vance, D. C 

Miss Florence alzer, Fla 
Milo D. Webster, Minn 
Miss Clara L. P. Williams, N. 1 
Mrs. Ella R. Hunt, Mich 


Mrs. Chas. E. Roth, Md 
Mr. Thomas A. Thatcher, Calif 
Miss Gladys Webster, D. C 
Mrs. C. C. Wade, D. C 
Mrs. Sadie Whitworth, III 
Miss Eleanor Austin, Va 
Mrs. Thurza Brannon, D. C 
Miss Rebecca Caplin, Md 
Miss Hilda Chapple, Md 
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Leura M. Berrien 
F. Crews, D. C 
Musa T. De Mouth, Mont 183 
Elizabeth Parsons over, Calif . 
Henrietta Hickman, Md 0 
Elizabeth Johnson, Calif 1.00 
E. Keshner, D. C 1.00 
Edith Lumsden, D. C 1 
. ys nn re 
Miss Alma McShane, Md. i 
Gerrit S. Miller, D. C 1 
1 


Miss Helen Potter, 
genes Donnell 


Grace T. Smit n 
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Martha F Stewart, D. 
John H. Taylor, Md 
A. E. Viano, Mass 
Weisberger, D. C 
Sadie E. W Mich 


Miss 
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rs 
Mrs 
Mrs. 
Mrs. Mary E. Naylor, Mont 
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Miss 
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Mrs. 
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Mrs. 
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Mrs. 
Mrs. 
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Gorman, N. Y¥ 
Mrs. Annie Holland, Md 
Mrs. R. M. Montgomery, N. Y¥ 


Total contributions and membership fees 


ENROLLMENT FEES 


Mrs. Marie Abel, N. Y.; Mrs. Ellen — Pa.; 1 Violet 
Barnett, Pa.; Mrs. Catherine V rs, Calif iss Alma 
Bichart, Pa.; Mrs. Marie B cke . Mine’ Billie Bish. 
Md.; Mrs. Blanche Bobbitt. Calif. ; Mrs. Kate Brown, 
Mich. : Miss Florence Burd, Pa.; Mrs. Lucy Burns, Pa.; 
Mrs. Kate Campellone, Pa. ; Mrs. Wm. Chaplin, Pa.; Mrs. 
Cyrus Coffman, N. T.; Miss Orpha Cole, Md. ; Mrs. Joseph- 
ine G. Coyle, Pa. ; Mrs. M. Crawford, Mich.; Miss Audre 
Davis, Md.; Mrs. Serena F. Davis, Pa.; Miss E. Ruth Ede 
Md. ; Mrs. Walter Cc. — Mich, ; Miss Eva Frence, Pa.; 
Mrs. Emeline Fultz, Pa.; Mrs. Maurice Gallagher, Pa.: 
Mrs. Philip Gentile, Mich.; Mrs. Katherine George, N “x 
Mrs. Ruth Ginther, N. F.; Mrs. Elizabeth Gorman 
Mrs. Eugene Haggerty, Pa.; Mrs. Anne Hettinger, N 2. 
Mrs. Ray Hoach, Mich. ; Mrs. Lamont Foster Hodge, N. Y.; : 
Mrs. Jesse James, Nebr. ; ; Mrs. William Jenki Mich. ; 
Miss Elizabeth „ Pa.; Mary A. Kelly, N. +3 Mrs. 
Harry Leech, T.; Miss Winona McGuire, Calif.; Miss 
Margaret meCraith, Mich.; Mrs. Bett 2 Malone, Md.; Mrs. 
Flora BE. Miller, Ohio; M. . Miller Pa. ; Mrs. 
Clara Myers, Pa.; Mrs. Winifred Norvin, N. T.; Miss 
Laura Outerbridge, Pa.; Helen Poe, N. Y.; Mary 
Reppetto, Pa.; Dr. Mary Rieger, Mich. ; Mrs. Richard Riley, 
Md.; Miss Grace Rivard, Mich.; Dr. Dorothy M. Rogers 
J.; Miss Irene Robinson, Calif.; Mrs. Helen Del Rossi, Pa. 
Mrs. Clara Bell E. Rundel, Mich. ; Miss Mildred Ryder, 
Pa.; Mrs. L. W. Scramblin, Mich. ; Mrs. Lillian Gray She- 
song, D. . ‘Mrs. Julia Sharpe, N. Y.; Winifred Claire 

; Mrs. Evelyn Stokes, Mich. Mrs. Katherine 


$ 1,029.00 


Stanley, 
Sura, Pa.; Margaret Tierman, Mich.; Mrs. Helen 
Truax, xas; “Mrs. Grace ll, N I.; ; Mrs. Mary Van 


Marle, N. Y.; "Helen Wakelin, D. C.; Mrs. Ray Wakeman, 

Pa.; Mrs. Marie K. Wolverton, Mich. ; Mrs. Donald Welday. 

Mich. ; Mrs. John L. Whitehurst Md. ; ; Mrs. Samuel Wood- 
Pa.; Mrs. 1 Worth n, Pa. 


ward, 
Total enrollment $ 18.25 


Transfers from Investment and Endowment........... 2 oe 00 
Income from Investment and Endowment.................. 00 


Rent of Rooms at National Headquarters. 1424.18 
Subscriptions to Equal Rights 218.00 
Sale of Literature, Post Cards, Stamps, seals... 18.59 
Receipts from Telephone 24.88 
Sale of Chairs 7.00 
Refund, North Dakota Branch 50.00 
Miscellaneous 3.20 
Total miscellaneous receipts 6. 345.77 
GRAND TOTAL, Receipts $ 7,392.02 


Report On San Francisco Conference 
(Continued from Page 43) 
Conference for acceptance of an Equal Rights Dec- 
laration.” 


Signed by 
Miss Louise C. A. VAN EEGHEN, Holland. 
MADAME FRIEDA BEERLI, rland. 
LA COMTESSE DE FAYE, France. 


Mrs. Georce E. HASKELL, United States. 
MADAME MATHILDE ROLL, Switzerland. 
MADAME HELENE D. ROMNICIANO, Roumania. 
Dr. Lypre Moret KRETCHMAR, Switzerland. 
MADAME RIEBERMOHN, Norway. 


This message, coming from the women of war-torn 
Europe, was a mandate, we felt, to the women of the 
National Woman’s Party in this country to put their 
full enthusiasm, strength, and determination into at- 
taining that result. Those women realized that peace 
can only come to the world if women are allowed to do 
their part as full citizens and persons, not only in their 


own countries but in the world organization and its 
subordinate organizations as well. 

The representatives of the National Woman’s Party 
at San Francisco at the beginning of the Conference 
were, besides the writer, Edith Goode and Alice Mor- 
gan Wright. These were later joined by Anita Pollitzer, 
Mrs. George Mesta, and Mrs. Lloyd Williams. The 
National Woman’s Party members of both Northern 
and Southern California gave of their time and money 
to aid the cause. Meetings were held and resolutions 
passed. Many individual members helped, among the 
outstanding being Mrs. Elizabeth Kent, Mary Burt 
Messer, Mildred Taylor, Dr. Zelma Huxtable, Mrs. 
Lucy Rice Winkler, Mrs. Neenah H. Lessemann, and 
Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford. 

The National Woman’s Party was represented and 
working at the Conference from the opening day, when 
the first delegates arrived by plane, until the final gun 
was fired. The results certainly justify all the energy, 
time, and money spent on this great work. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 
ALMA LUTZ 
Retooling Our Thinking 


S OME sincere, well-meaning people are opposing the 


let fear uade them to forego the uplifting, clarify- 
ing, self-respecting effects of a Bill of Rights for 
women. They are content to build for the future with 
the out-worn tools of special legislation for women. It 
is time for them and for us all to retool our thinking, 
to bring it up-to-date, to face facts as they are, not 
as they were. 
First of all it must be remembered that the Equal 
Rights Amendment includes a clause which specifies 
that the Amendment shall not take effect until three 
years after ratification. This gives ample time to 
bring State laws into line so that there shall be no 
exploitation of any group workers. Advocates of 
special labor legislation for women who used to say 
that such legislation was only a step on the way 
toward legislation covering men as well, now have the 
opportunity to prove the sincerity of their statements. 
We have in operation a Federal Wage and Hour Law 
which applies to both men and women employed in 
interstate commerce. Bills patterned after it have 
been introduced in State legislatures to cover intra- 
state workers and have had the backing of the Depart- 
ment of Labor, labor organizations, and of many liberal 


Equal Rights Amendment because they believe it 
will wipe out all protection for women in industry. 
Their minds are so filled with sordid pictures of a past 
‘era that they fail properly to appraise the present and 


thinkers. No State Wage and Hour bills have yet been 


passed but they are on the way. With the help of the 
powerful women's organizations which are behind the 
Equal Rights Amendment, State Wage and Hour Laws 
covering all workers can readily be passed within the 
three years before the Equal Rights Amendment would 
become operative. How much more effective, intelli- 
gent and humanitarian to work for the Equal Rights 
Amendment and State Wage and Hour Laws for men 
and women than to continue to oppose the Amendment 
on the grounds that it will deprive women in industry 
of labor legislation. 7 


Equal rights under the law for women can no more 


deprive them of necessary maternity legislation than 
equal rights under the law for all groups of men can 
deprive one group, the soldier, of benefits for the 
service to the State, performed by that group. 

Why not call off the senseless feud which has been 
dividing women for years, using up valuable time and 
energy quibbling over words. Why not instead con- 
centrate on revising our patchwork State Labor Laws, 
bringing them up to date and making them applicable 
to all workers, paying heed at last to the potential 
fathers as well as to the potential mothers and recog- 
nizing that minors need different treatment from adult 
women. We all know that child labor needs careful 
handling after the laxity of these war years and should 
no longer be tied up with legislation for adult women. 
We all know that both men and women need safe, sani- 
tary working conditions, time off for lunch, rest 
periods, seats, so that they need not continually stand 
at their work, and they need a base under which wages 
cannot go and a ceiling above which hours cannot go. 
All men are not union members and are not protected 
by union contracts any more than are women. 

Everything is favorable for the enactment of State 
Wage and Hour laws. Public opinion has changed com- 
pletely since the first special labor laws for women 
were introduced. Then exploitation of workers was 


tt )Continued from Page 46) 
associate themselves with men in order to help maintain the 


The next er, Prime Minister Fraser of New Zealand, 
Chairman of delegation, congratulated the women delegates 
from Latin America to whom he said, “the thanks of the Con- 
ference and of democrats the world over are due,” then he spoke 
of the role of women “in a new world.” 


Dr. Bertha Lutz, who had borne much of the work of the 
provision, in responding said: 
“This article of the charter is a Latin American contribution 


‘to the constitution of the world. It was drawn by the women of 
Y, Brazil, the Dominican Republic and 


the delegations of U 

exico and is included among the amendments of the govern- 
ments they represent. It is not only a me statement of the 
rights of women—even though I firmly believe in these rights. 
It is more than that. The women delegates at this conference 
are, in a measure, the precursors of the contribution of women 
to the affairs of the world.” 

A part of our story is the assistance and cooperation of offi- 
cers and members of the California Branch, National Woman’s 
hoch They made possible meetings and social gatherings at 
which women delegates and Woman’s Party officers ey rs. 
Nina Lessemann, State Chairman; Mrs. William Kent, Alice 
Park, and Sara Bard Field, of the California Advisory Council; 
Olga K. Robinson, Vice-Chairman for Northern lifornia; 
Jennie Scott Griffiths, Secretary; and Mrs. Lila Olsen, Chair- 
man, East Bay Branch, were among those in the San Francisco 
area who contributed to the success of our work in various ways. 


President Truman 


At the close of the conference there were many es by 
the heads of Delegations. But the whole story of 
and the future of the Charter and grest goed 1k to 
women the world over was most directly stated b 


general and was looked upon as smart business prac- 
tice. Now public opinion is against exploitation and 
the majority of employers do not consider it profitable. 
Then women were just being tried out in business and 
industry. Now women are proven workers, as skillful 
and able as men. Machinery has been introduced which 
does the heavy lifting, sparing both men and women, 
and making the dexterity and patience of women even 
more valuable than the strength of men. The popular 
demand for full employment will tend to limit hours of 
work for men as well as women. During this war men 
and women, who previously knew nothing about fac- 
tory work, have learned from the experience of actual 
work in industrial plants how important are certain 


_ gafeguards and regulations protecting all workers. 


Six States have enacted equal pay laws and New York 
has recently passed a minimum wage law for men as 
well as women. The trend is definitely toward equal 
rights and equal protection for men and women—for 
— based on the job and not on the sex of the 
worker. 

There is no need to hold back support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment on the grounds that it will harm 
women. Rather should one fear not to support it, 
because withholding approval of a Bill of Rights for 
women and distorting its claims shows lack of appre- 
ciation of the basic principles of democratic govern- 
ment. Anyone who mockingly calls the Equal Rights 
Amendment the “Unequal Rights Amendment,” is not 
thinking straight and is trying to confuse with a 
catchy phrase the noble principle embodied in the 
Amendment. Our democratic form of government is 
based on the principle that equality of rights under 
the law is good for all citizens—is a protection to them. 
It is the best protection women can have. 


July-August, 1945 
United Nations Conference And Equal Rights 


| 


4 

fF 

4 

18 ruman in ress to the delegates at the closing session. 
it President Truman declared: 

* The Charter is dedicated to the achievement and observance 
. of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Unless we can 
i attain those objectives for all men and women everywhere— 
a without regard to race, language, or religion—we cannot have 
i permanent peace and security.” . . . “Upon all of us in all our 
1 countries, is now laid the duty of transforming into action 
. these words which you have written.” 

UH 


